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Obijective: Evaluating the impacts of Rural Guiding Plans is essential to promote rural
development and identify and address their shortcomings. Rural Guiding Plans have been
implemented in 13 villages in Shian Rural District, Islamabad-e Gharb County,
Kermanshah Province. Given the importance of these plans in shaping rural development,
this study aims to assess the effects of implementing the Rural Guiding Plan on the lives of
rural residents in Shian Rural District.

Method: This applied study employs a descriptive-analytical research design. The
statistical population comprised 13 villages with implemented Rural Guiding Plans in
Shian Rural District, Islamabad-e Gharb County, totaling 1,710 households. Using
Cochran's formula, the study determined a sample size of 314 respondents and selected
them through simple random sampling. The study collected data through library-based
research and fieldwork, using a researcher-developed questionnaire as the primary data
collection instrument. Based on the literature review, the study considered five dimensions
comprising 76 indicators for the assessment. The questionnaires were distributed among
the study population, with the sample allocated proportionally to the number of households
in each village. The collected data were analyzed using SmartPLS 3.

Results: The results indicate that, among the indicators examined, implementation of the
Rural Guiding Plan had the greatest impact on improving the village road and street
network. In contrast, the incorporation of renewable energy sources into the Rural Guiding
Plan's implementation framework received the least attention and had the lowest impact.
The findings further show that, among the various dimensions of rural residents' lives, the
economic dimension was affected more strongly by the implementation of the Rural
Guiding Plan than the other dimensions. The values obtained for the four dimensions
indicate that the structural model adequately predicts the indicators associated with the
model's exogenous constructs.

Conclusions: The implementation of the Rural Guiding Plan had its greatest impact on the
economic dimension of rural residents' lives. Adopting a multidimensional approach, the
plan has contributed not only to transforming the physical appearance of villages but also
to restructuring their environmental, socio-cultural, and economic systems. By organizing
productive and service spaces, improving market access, expanding insurance coverage,
and providing financial facilities and new opportunities, the plan has improved rural
residents' livelihoods and overall quality of life. The greater influence on the economic
dimension can be attributed to improvements in transportation and communication
networks, which have facilitated the marketing of rural products and enhanced the
productivity of economic activities, thereby increasing household incomes.
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Introduction
Rural development management in Iran, similar to other levels of governance in the country,

has historically faced structural challenges and major obstacles. As conditions change, the
traditional framework of rural management can no longer address contemporary problems. At
the same time, the newly introduced management structures have also been unable to fully
resolve current issues in rural communities, largely because of extensive state intervention
and a lack of localization. These shortcomings are evident in the lives of rural households,
where the long-term impacts of the Rural Master Plan (Tarh-e Hadi) are closely tied to its
short-term achievements, including compliance with standards, residential suitability, and
related aspects. Therefore, assessing the impacts of these rural master plans is essential to
advancing rural development and addressing the deficiencies inherent in their implementation.
In this context, the Rural Master Plan has been implemented in 13 villages in the Shiyan rural
district to mitigate existing challenges. Accordingly, this study examines the impacts of the
Rural Master Plan in Shiyan, identifies its strengths and weaknesses, and provides insights for
improvement and further enhancement.

Method
The present study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive—analytical in nature,

employing a quantitative research approach. The statistical population consists of 13 villages
covered by the Rural Master Plan (Tarh-e Hadi) in the Shiyan rural district of Eslamabad-e
Gharb County. According to census data, these 13 villages comprise 1,710 households. Using
Cochran's formula, the study determined a sample size of 314 households, distributed across
villages in proportion to each settlement's household count.

The study used both library-based and field methods for data collection. In the library
phase, we identified relevant indicators and variables by reviewing reputable domestic and
international scientific journals and academic dissertations. Ultimately, the study selected five
dimensions comprising 76 indicators for final analysis.

For data analysis, we used structural equation modeling (SEM) in Smart PLS. In the
measurement model, we used factor loadings, while in the structural model, we applied t and
g statistics. We assessed convergent validity using the Average Variance Extracted (AVE);
values above 0.50 indicate strong correlations between constructs and their observed variables
and confirm construct validity. We also calculated composite reliability (CR); acceptable
thresholds require CR values above 0.70 and greater than AVE, with AVE exceeding 0.50. In
assessing reliability, constructs with values above 0.70 were considered to demonstrate
satisfactory internal consistency.

Results
The results indicated that, of the 76 indicators examined across the four dimensions

(economic, socio-cultural, physical-spatial, and environmental), four indicators were excluded
from the model because their factor loadings fell below the 0.40 acceptance threshold. After
their removal, the model was re-estimated using Smart PLS, and all 72 remaining indicators
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showed factor loadings above the threshold. The highest factor loadings were observed for
increased trust among villagers through project implementation (sol6) with a loading of
0.772, and improvement of social relations (so17) with a loading of 0.763. The positive path
coefficients confirmed direct relationships among the study's latent variables. The strongest
path coefficient was identified between the Rural Master Plan and the economic dimension,
with a value of 0.663. Examination of predictive relevance (Q?) showed that the model's
predictive power for the economic and socio-cultural dimensions exceeded the weak threshold
and leaned toward moderate levels. In the environmental and physical-spatial dimensions, Q?
values also exceeded 0.02 and trended toward moderate predictive strength. These findings
suggest that the structural model shows a satisfactory level of fit.

Furthermore, the coefficient of determination (R?) exceeded 0.33 in the economic and
socio-cultural dimensions, indicating a relatively strong explanatory power. In the
environmental and physical-spatial dimensions, R? values ranged between 0.19 and 0.33,
surpassing the weak level and approaching a moderate level of explanatory power. Overall,
these results underscore the significance of the examined dimensions in influencing rural
livelihoods, demonstrating that their explanatory capacity exceeds the minimum acceptable
threshold.

Conclusions
The findings demonstrate that the impacts of the Rural Master Plan (Tarh-e Hadi) extend

beyond the physical dimension alone. In the study area, comprising 13 villages in the Shiyan
rural district, the plan had its strongest influence on the economic dimension of villagers'
livelihoods. Specifically, the plan reorganized productive and service spaces, facilitated
market access, promoted insurance coverage, and expanded access to credit facilities.
Together, these interventions created new opportunities to improve rural livelihoods and
enhance household well-being. The pronounced economic impact largely stems from
improvements in transportation and communication networks, which facilitated the marketing
of rural products and increased the productivity of economic activities, thereby raising
household incomes. In terms of socio-cultural effects, the Rural Master Plan also yielded
notable outcomes. The establishment and strengthening of educational centers, oversight of
local institutions, promotion of community participation, enhanced trust among villagers, and
digital skills training have all influenced rural life in this dimension, contributing to greater
social cohesion and community solidarity. Thus, when the rural environment is spatially
organized and adequately equipped with infrastructure and services, it provides the foundation
for socio-cultural growth. This, in turn, fosters stronger place attachment and enhances overall
satisfaction with rural life.
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