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Objective: Ecolodges are unique accommodations that adhere to the philosophy and
principles of ecotourism, emphasizing the provision of distinctive experiences for tourists
through local cuisine, interaction with nature, conservation of the natural and cultural
environment, use of indigenous architecture and materials, family management, and
community involvement. Despite the increasing number of ecolodges and the published
research on them, no study has yet examined, classified and finally analyzed the dynamics
of the scientific knowledge presented in this field in order to illuminate the future direction
of research.

Method: This study conducts an analysis and evaluation of the published knowledge
within the country, combining a systematic review and the paradigm funnel.

The most important scientific article indexing databases were selected to search and find
relevant articles, including NoorMagz (46 articles), Magiran (64 articles), the Islamic
World Science Citation Center (33 articles), the Comprehensive Humanities Portal (33
articles), and Google Scholar (68 articles). Of the total number of articles reviewed (244
articles), 170 articles were duplicates across the five indexing databases and were
removed.

Results: The results show that 74 articles have been published in the country's scientific
journals on these accommaodations. The four fields of geography, tourism, architecture and
management are the dominant themes in the scientific literature on ecolodges. Given the
primary focus of the study on the paradigm funnel, one of the most critical points is the
development of scientific knowledge related to ecolodges. The results show that most
studies are at the first and second levels, which means that the existing research literature
cannot be expected to provide in-depth knowledge and evaluation results regarding
ecolodges.

Conclusions: The articles were categorized into 15 thematic groups, including
architecture, sustainable development, customer orientation, quality management,
empowerment, business development, crisis management, entrepreneurship, tourism
development, socio-cultural development, business management, marketing, rural
development, spatial planning and social responsibility. Of these, sustainable development
and business development were the most common.
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Introduction
With the growth and increasing use of different types of tourism, its services and products are

also diversifying, leading to the emergence of different businesses in the tourism industry.
One such tourism business, especially in tourist destinations, is the ecolodge. Ecolodges are a
unique type of accommodation in the tourism market that seeks to interpret the philosophy
and principles of ecotourism. They are small-scale enterprises located in natural settings, with
local amenities and in harmony with the local architecture and natural landscape. In recent
decades, the importance of ecolodges has led to a number of studies in different parts of the
world. Looking at the history of research, we can see an increase in the number of articles
published in the field of ecolodges with different approaches. Given the importance of
ecolodges in rural and tourism development, it is predicted that more research will be
conducted in this area in the coming years. Therefore, the present study aims to better
understand the approaches and research methods in this field by examining, classifying and
finally analyzing the dynamics of scientific knowledge presented on ecolodges in Iranian
scientific journals. Please edit this text according to technical, literary standards:

The results will not only provide a picture of the scientific literature related to ecolodges in
terms of scientific approaches and methods, thematic and knowledge areas, but will also
clarify the path of future research by identifying emphasized topics, less attended topics and
the scientific levels presented.

Method
In order to search and find relevant articles, the most important scientific article indexing

databases were selected, including Noormags, Magiran, SID, the Comprehensive Humanities
Portal and Google Scholar. For this purpose, the search strategy was defined as "(ecolodge)"
or "(eco-lodges)". This phase of data collection includes articles published up to February
2024, due to the time frame of the search. Therefore, articles published after this date are not
included in this study. In addition, to increase the accuracy of the work, two people carried
out the article search in the above databases. No criteria were applied to include articles in the
present study based on field of study, year of publication or journal, and articles were
searched and analyzed in the indexed databases and the specified time frame. In addition, the
paradigm funnel was used to examine the scientific dynamics in the field of eco-lodges.

Results
The publications were divided into four groups according to their subject area: geography,

architecture, tourism and other. The results show that geography had the largest share in terms
of publication diversity, with a total of 35 out of 74 articles. An analysis of the publication
timeline shows an increase in research; the subject under study has attracted the attention of
researchers with the growth of ecolodge establishments. In terms of geographical region,
Khorasan Razavi was the study area with 11 articles, followed by Gilan and Isfahan with 9
articles each, making them the most studied regions. In terms of scientific analysis, 33 studies
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had a quantitative approach, 24 had a qualitative approach and 17 had a mixed approach, with
most data collected through questionnaires and interviews. In the classification of articles
related to ecolodges, 17 articles were placed in the first level, which means that 22.97% of the
studies focused on empirical observations in different areas related to these accommodations.
The second level of the paradigm, which included the largest number of articles, mainly used
statistical analysis methods to organize data, going beyond identification and description by
analyzing and discovering relationships between variables. 52 articles, or 70.27% of the
studies, were categorized in the second level using analytical methods. The third level, with 5
articles, had the smallest proportion of studies that contributed to the development of
knowledge about ecolodges by using a data-driven approach and qualitative analysis. No
study was placed in the fourth level of the paradigm funnel. The articles were classified into
15 thematic groups, including architecture, sustainable development, customer orientation,
quality ~management, empowerment, business development, crisis management,
entrepreneurship, tourism development, socio-cultural development, business management,
marketing, rural development, spatial planning and social responsibility.

Conclusions
One of the most important points in the scientific development of ecolodges is that most

studies are at the first and second level. This means that the existing research literature cannot
be expected to provide much theory-based knowledge and in-depth evaluation results
regarding ecolodges. Since most studies have focused on describing and analyzing the factors
influencing various issues, often with an applied approach, future studies should pay attention
to basic and developmental research. This issue is of great importance given the increase in
the number of studies in recent years. Sustainable development and economic development
have the highest number of articles. Given the principles and objectives of ecotourism and the
need to align it with sustainability concepts, it is not surprising that sustainable development
has attracted more attention from researchers. In addition, as ecolodges aim to develop
employment and businesses, many studies have emphasized the conditions, potentials and
capabilities that facilitate the creation, development and sustainability of these
accommodations. The two dominant themes are derived from the most obvious issues related
to ecolodges.
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