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Obijective: The primary goal of this study is to develop a model for optimal urban land
management, focusing on the integration of neighboring villages in Iranian cities and
validating this model.

Method: This research employs a qualitative approach grounded in Grounded Theory. The
study population comprises experienced experts and managers who possess valuable
insights related to the research topic. A total of 30 individuals were selected as samples.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted to facilitate the development of the research
model. Data analysis was performed using the systematic method proposed by Strauss and
Corbin, incorporating ten acceptability indicators by Corbin and Strauss for model
validation.

Results: The data analysis followed the three stages of coding in Grounded Theory: open,
axial, and selective coding. This process led to a progressive abstraction of the collected
data, culminating in the formation of the research model. The model encompasses
categories such as adjacent villages, land exchange, demographic concentration, policy
formulation, regulatory authorities, services and facilities, land use, civic identity,
environmental considerations, agriculture, rational and empirical policies, as well as urban-
rural relations and migration. These categories were designed by identifying causal
conditions, strategies, contextual conditions, intervening conditions, and consequences.
The validity of the model was confirmed through rigorous analysis.

Conclusion: Following a thorough analysis of the data and the extraction and refinement
of concepts, 32 categories and 92 open concept codes were identified. Ultimately, a
comprehensive research model was developed, presenting causal, contextual, and
intervening conditions, strategies, consequences, and results.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The optimized management of urban peripheral lands and the integration of adjacent villages
into large cities in Iran are among the critical challenges faced by urban researchers and
planners. Therefore, developing a management framework that supports sustainable
development and effectively merges nearby villages with major cities is essential. The
primary goal of this study is to propose an optimal land management model for urban
peripheries, focusing on the integration of adjacent villages into cities in Iran, and to validate
this model. A key aspect of this research is the emphasis on local and cultural conditions
specific to Iran. Therefore, the proposed management model must be adaptable to these
conditions and should draw upon local experiences.

Method

This study is qualitative in nature and aims to develop an optimal land management model for
urban peripheries, with an emphasis on the integration of adjacent villages into the city of
Ardabil. The research employs a grounded theory approach, starting with the review of
relevant scientific documents to identify key concepts, followed by incorporating insights
from experts in the qualitative phase. The study’s target population includes seasoned experts
and experienced managers within the relevant field. Data analysis in the grounded theory
method involves three stages: open (initial) coding, axial coding, and selective coding. A
snowball sampling method was employed, and data were collected through semi-structured
interviews, guided by a general direction. To ensure content validity, the study used the CVR
(Content Validity Ratio) and CVI (Content Validity Index) indices. The tools employed for
data collection included document analysis and interviews. Following the expert interviews,
factors among respondents were assessed, leading to the establishment of a refined and
validated final model recognized as effective. The model's validity was confirmed using the
Corbin and Strauss 10-criterion framework for acceptability. Results According to Strauss and
Corbin, qualitative data analysis for theory development necessitates the use of open coding,
axial coding, and selective coding. In this study, after analyzing the interview results, 125
initial codes were identified, which were subsequently refined into 92 open codes and 32
categories. Based on the dimensions of the coding paradigm, the data obtained from the
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interviews were analyzed, resulting in the presentation of a qualitative model. The proposed
final model is the first of its kind in the field of optimal urban land management, focusing on
the integration of adjacent villages in the country. This model identifies causal conditions,

contextual factors, intervening conditions, strategies, and related outcomes and consequences.

Results

According to Strauss and Corbin, qualitative data analysis for theory development requires the
use of open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. In this study, after analyzing the
interview results, 125 initial codes were identified, which were then refined into 92 open
codes and 32 categories. Subsequently, based on the dimensions of the coding paradigm, the
data obtained from the interviews were analyzed and, ultimately, a qualitative model was
presented. The final proposed model is the first of its kind in the field of optimal urban land
management, with a focus on the integration of adjacent villages in the country. This model
identifies causal conditions, contextual factors, intervening conditions, strategies, and related
outcomes and consequences.

Conclusions

The final model of the study was developed and presented based on causal, contextual, and
intervening conditions, strategies, and outcomes. The strategies within the final research
model were categorized into three main areas: management, legal and regulatory frameworks,
and planning. In the management section, proposed strategies include clearly delineating rural
and urban boundaries, implementing rational and realistic planning in comprehensive plans,
delegating greater authority to local institutions, and preventing land speculation in urban
outskirts. In the legal and regulatory domain, strategies involve creating new and responsive
laws within the city's legal and protective frameworks, enhancing municipal capacity through
reforms in municipal laws, strengthening the enforcement of construction laws and judicial
procedures, and empowering local institutions' decision-making systems to monitor urban
boundaries in higher-level documents. In the planning section, recommendations emphasize
the importance of incorporating urban boundaries in comprehensive and detailed urban plans,
considering adjacent village boundaries in rural development plans, addressing city and
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village boundaries in regional plans, and focusing on urban land use planning to ensure that
specific land uses are not pushed to urban peripheries.
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