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Objective: Traditional Iranian architecture reflects the dynamic interaction between
humans, nature, culture, and social needs over time. Within this framework, rural houses
have evolved by drawing on indigenous patterns as well as the environmental, cultural, and
climatic conditions of each region. This study aims to understand the underlying patterns
and initial architectural concepts of rural houses in Sar Aga Seyed village through a
comparative analysis of their mental and physical structures with the black tents of the
Bakhtiari nomads. The comparison seeks to identify similarities and differences between
these two types of settlements and to explore the influence of nomadic culture on the
architecture of village houses.

Method: This applied research adopts a qualitative approach using purposive theoretical
sampling. The findings are analyzed through a descriptive—analytical method. Data were
collected through field studies, direct observation, library research, and open-ended
interviews with local architects, village elders, and nomadic women. The study examines
physical structure, spatial domains, behavioral settings, and cultural meanings in both
houses and black tents. Data were analyzed using observation, photography, and sketch
drawings. Through comparative analysis, the similarities and differences between the two
settlement types were identified, revealing the influence of Bakhtiari nomadic culture on
the formation of indigenous architecture in the region.

Results: The results indicate that although the two settlement types appear different at a
superficial level, they share profound similarities in terms of meaning and cultural patterns
of living. Bakhtiari nomadic culture has played a significant role in shaping this historical
habitat and has strongly influenced the architectural foundations of Sar Aga Seyed village.
Conclusions: Despite the physical differences between the rural houses of Sar Aga Seyed
and the black tents of the Bakhtiari nomads, there are notable commonalities in cultural,
semantic, and behavioral dimensions. The analysis was conducted based on four
components: structural and formative elements, spatial domains, behavioral settings, and
meaning. The results highlight the impact of shared Bakhtiari culture on spatial
organization and ways of living in both settlement types. The use of local materials, similar
patterns of public—private spatial division, and the importance of collective spaces for
social interaction are among the key similarities observed. Additionally, spatial hierarchies
and the sense of place in both settlements are shaped by shared cultural beliefs and norms
and are maintained even in the absence of explicit physical boundaries. Overall, the
findings demonstrate that Bakhtiari nomadic culture has played a fundamental role in
shaping the vernacular architecture of Sar Aga Seyed village and can serve as a foundation
for the preservation and regeneration of the region’s indigenous architecture.
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Introduction

Housing refers to a place for dwelling and comfort, while settlements are formed through the
aggregation of housing units influenced by natural and human factors. In Iran, three major
lifestyles—urban, rural, and nomadic—have coexisted for thousands of years. Nomadic life is
based on seasonal migration; therefore, its architecture has historically been portable and
flexible. Over time, due to political, social, and economic factors, many nomadic communities
gradually settled and adopted permanent forms of habitation.

Despite the differences between nomadic and sedentary lifestyles, similarities can often be
observed between rural and nomadic settlements. In many regions of Iran, villages were
formed through the gradual settlement of nomadic groups while preserving aspects of their
cultural identity. One example is the stepped village of Sar Agha Seyed in Kuhrang County,
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province. The formation of this village has been influenced by
environmental factors such as climate, topography, and access to natural resources, as well as
cultural traditions of the Bakhtiari tribe.

The influence of Bakhtiari nomadic culture can be observed not only in the social relations
of the inhabitants but also in the spatial organization and architectural structure of the village
houses. Architectural space contains both physical and mental dimensions, and understanding
its deeper meanings requires attention to cultural perceptions and social behaviors. However,
the traditional architectural fabric of the village has gradually been replaced by modern
construction patterns, which threatens its original identity.

Therefore, this research aims to identify the underlying architectural patterns of Sar Agha
Seyed village houses by comparing them with the Bakhtiari nomadic black tents
(Siah-Chador). The study seeks to determine the similarities and differences between the two
dwelling types and to examine the extent to which the black tent, as a cultural symbol of
Bakhtiari nomads, has influenced the architecture of the village.

Method

This study is an applied qualitative research based on a descriptive—analytical approach. The
research compares the houses of Sar Agha Seyed village with the black tents of Bakhtiari
nomads in Kuhrang County. Purposeful theoretical sampling was used to select case studies
and informants.

Data were collected through field observations, photography, library research, and open
interviews. Interviews were conducted with local traditional builders, village elders, and
Bakhtiari women who are responsible for weaving and setting up black tents. Several
traditional houses within the historical fabric of the village were selected for detailed
observation.

Local builders were asked about construction techniques such as excavation, foundations,
wall construction, structural elements, roofing systems, and materials. Observations of ruined
houses also helped clarify traditional building methods.

For nomadic dwellings, interviews with women focused on the process of weaving
goat-hair fabrics, assembling structural components, and erecting black tents. To analyze
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spatial organization, questions were asked from residents—particularly women—about the
use of interior spaces, arrangement of household items, and patterns of daily activities.

Finally, similarities and differences between the two dwelling types were analyzed using
four main components: structural elements, spatial organization, behavioral settings, and
meaning.

Results

The comparative analysis shows that the most significant differences between Sar Agha
Seyed houses and Bakhtiari black tents appear in structural elements and spatial organization,
while behavioral patterns and cultural meanings display strong similarities.

One important similarity is the preparation of the building site. In both cases, part of the
mountain slope is excavated to create a relatively flat surface for construction. Local materials
such as stone, earth, and oak wood are widely used in both dwelling types. Oak columns with
forked tops are used to support wooden beams, and mud mortar is commonly applied.

However, there are also clear structural differences. The walls of black tents are
constructed in a light and temporary manner, whereas village houses have thicker walls built
with stone and mud bricks. The most noticeable difference is found in the roof system.
Village houses have heavy and permanent roofs that often serve as terraces for upper houses
in the stepped village structure. In contrast, the roof of the black tent is a lightweight woven
goat-hair fabric designed to be flexible and portable.

Despite these physical differences, the behavioral and cultural characteristics of both
settlements are highly similar. Shared tribal traditions influence patterns of hospitality, social
interaction, and everyday activities. Personal boundaries and social territories are often
defined through cultural norms rather than physical barriers.

Overall, the comparison indicates that while the architectural forms differ physically, they
share common cultural foundations.

Conclusions

This research compared the houses of Sar Agha Seyed village with the black tents of
Bakhtiari nomads in order to identify the cultural and architectural relationships between
nomadic and rural dwellings.

The findings show that although the two dwelling types differ in structural
characteristics—especially in roof construction and permanence—they share similarities in
construction processes, use of local materials, spatial hierarchy, and social behavior. Both
settlements reflect a cultural system rooted in Bakhtiari traditions.

The transition from nomadic mobility to permanent settlement changed the physical form
of dwellings, but many underlying cultural patterns and spatial meanings remained intact.
These shared cultural values influence how spaces are used, how social interactions occur,
and how boundaries are understood.

The study highlights the importance of documenting indigenous architectural knowledge
and cultural practices. Understanding these patterns can support the preservation and
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restoration of the traditional architecture of Sar Agha Seyed village and can also inspire
contemporary architectural design that respects local culture and environmental conditions.

Furthermore, this research demonstrates that cultural meanings and behavioral patterns can
create strong connections between different architectural forms, even when their physical
structures appear very different.
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