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Article Info ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: Obijective: Currently, housing poverty, as one of the most important dimensions of poverty
Research Article in rural areas, has become a serious challenge for housing policymakers. Given the

importance of this issue, the present study examines the driving and inhibiting factors
affecting the development of rural housing; case study: villages in the central part of
Ardabil Township.

Method: The research method in this study is qualitative in nature, applied in purpose, and
descriptive-survey in terms of data collection. The statistical population of the study
includes rural households in the central part of Ardabil city. Using the Cochran formula,
the sample size was determined to be 360 households, and the questionnaires were
distributed among households in the study villages in proportion to the number of
households, using a simple random method. The structural equation test in LISREL
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Introduction

Today, new rural housing has been established without taking into account the livelihood and
economy of the households, adhering to the urban housing model. The housing in the villages
of Ardabil Central Township is not an exception to this situation. Therefore, the primary aim
of this study is to determine the factors that impede or foster the development of housing in
these rural areas, with a view to achieving quality and desirable housing for the well-being of
the residents.

Method

The research method in this study is qualitative, applied for its purpose, and descriptive in
terms of data collection. Consequently, by examining various sources, conducting interviews,
and using qualitative content analysis, research indicators were developed. Subsequently, a
questionnaire was devised and provided to the statistical community, who then supplied the
data in quantitative form. The statistical community of this study comprises rural households
in Ardabil city's central part. Employing the Cochran formula, the sample size of households
was determined as 360, and questionnaires were distributed among the households in the
studied villages according to their respective numbers using a simple random method.
Furthermore, structural equation testing in LISREL software and Kruskal-Wallis test in SPSS
were employed to analyze the data.

Results

Physical-environmental factors (with an effect coefficient of 0.952), economic factors (with
an effect coefficient of 0.941), managerial factors (with an effect coefficient of 0.903), and
socio-cultural factors (with an effect coefficient of 0.897) are, respectively, the most
important inhibiting factors affecting rural housing development. According to the estimates
in this section, the highest factor loading among the physical-environmental factors is
assigned to the item of rural settlement dispersion (factor load 0.87); among the economic
factors, to the item of unemployment and employment issues in rural areas (factor load 0.85);
among the socio-cultural factors, to the item of preserving the traditional texture in villages
(factor load 0.82); and among the managerial factors, to the item concerning the tendency of
housing development programs toward large villages and the lack of prioritization of deprived
villages (factor load 0.86). Also, physical-environmental factors (with an effect coefficient of
0.918), managerial factors (with an effect coefficient of 0.905), economic factors (with an
effect coefficient of 0.876), and socio-cultural factors (with an effect coefficient of 0.866) are,
respectively, the most important driving factors affecting rural housing development. The
highest factor loading among the physical-environmental factors is assigned to the item
concerning the continuity of the plan and activities for the improvement of villages and rural
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areas (factor load 0.85); among the economic factors, to the item of private ownership of land
and housing in villages (factor load 0.83); among the socio-cultural factors, to the item of
high awareness and willingness of residents to make repairs in residential units or to build
new housing (factor load 0.83); and among the managerial factors, to the item of cooperation
among organizations (Housing Foundation, Water and Sewage, Electricity, etc.) in granting
privileges to rural housing (factor load 0.79).

Conclusions

In terms of factors inhibiting rural housing development, it can be said that the three villages
of Zardalo, Qara-Tape, and Kol-Tape had the most inhibiting factors, while the three villages
of Agbalagh Aghajan Khan, Khoshkhe-Rod, and Anzab-Olia had the least inhibiting factors.
Also, in terms of factors promoting rural housing development, the three villages of Agbalagh
Aghajan Khan, Hakim Qeshlaqi, and Khoshkhe-Rod had the most promoting factors, whereas
the villages of Kol-Tape, Taze-Kand, Reza-Abad, and Banafsheh Daragh had the least
promoting factors. In general, it can be said that villages that are close to and have good
communication arteries and a suitable (agricultural) economy have the most promoting factors
and the least inhibiting factors for rural housing development.
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